
Classroom Examples 

Here is an example of the kind of work your students will be able to do once you have
taught them the Keys to Literacy Comprehension Strategy. Each step in the Strategy is
designed to improve students’ understanding of what they are reading by helping them
identify the main idea, generate questions, take notes, and summarize.  These skills are
used before, during, and after reading.

One key main idea skill we teach is how to develop a topic web, or top down graphic
organizer.  The topic web below is based on a 5th grade textbook about Mexico.   It was
completed before reading and it represents the main ideas in the unit.   The chapter
heading is “Mexico Today,” and the main sections and subsections are shown underneath
on different levels and with different shapes.

Sample: Topic Web

 



Next, students turn the topic web into a series of questions.  This helps them predict the
topics that will be covered and gets them actively involved in reading.  The questions below
are based on the first two subheadings of the web.

These questions can be transferred into two column notes, where the broader topics are
listed on the left and the supporting details are on the right.  The two column notes below
are partially completed to show how the teacher can model effective note taking.  Two
column notes are used during reading.

Sample: Topics to Questions

Sample: Big Picture Notes



The example below of two column notes focuses only on the Importance of Industry 
in Mexico.

Finally, the notes are summarized so students can review the main ideas and restate them
in their own words.  This is used after reading and to prepare for studying.

These examples are taken from The Key Three Routine: Comprehension Strategy
Instruction by Joan Sedita, copyright 2003 by Joan Sedita.

Sample: Detailed Notes

Sample: Section Summary


